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HOMEWORK POLICY 
 

 

 



 

 

Mission statement 

“For with God nothing shall be impossible” Luke 1: 37 

• Believing that ALL can succeed, not some or many 

• Promoting education as a lifelong journey and one that fulfils every child’s God-given gifts, talents and 

potential 

• Creating a safe and loving environment, where everyone knows that they are loved and valued as a child of 

God 

• Using the Gospel values, not only for the social, moral and spiritual development of pupils, but to underpin 

the quest for high academic standards within the school 

• Working in open and honest partnership with families, the Church and the wider community 

 

Annecy Catholic Primary School have listened to our parents, carers, pupils and staff and have decided to 

adapt our Homework Policy accordingly. 

 

Homework should enhance learning through:  

• Encouraging children to develop organisational skills and self- discipline;  

• Bridging the gap between home and school to provide parents and carers with direct involvement 

in their learning;  

• Developing children’s independent learning skills;  

• Developing children’s self-motivation and self-confidence.  

 

We will be setting the following homework, across the school: 

 

Children should read or be read to daily, 

• Studies show that reading for pleasure makes a big difference to children’s educational 

performance. Likewise, evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only 

perform better in reading tests than those who do not, but also develop a broader vocabulary, 

increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures. In fact, reading for 

pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does well at school than their social or 

economic background. For more information on how you can support your child’s reading, visit: 

 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/content/dam/region-core/uk/pearson-

uk/documents/Learner/Primary/Primary%20parents/Pearson_EnjoyReading_03.pdf  

 

Practise spellings daily,  

• Being able to spell is incredibly important in primary school, even in these days of autocorrect and 

predictive text. Children who can spell well are often more confident writers. They are more likely 

to write their ideas quickly and fluently as they don’t need to worry about whether or not their 

spelling is correct. They are also likely to be more adventurous with the words they use to express 

themselves. Memorising lists of words comes more easily to some children than to others. This 

website runs through how children learn to spell and share their tips for making spelling homework 

fun: 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/english--1/spelling-at-primary-school/ 

 

https://www.pearson.com/uk/content/dam/region-core/uk/pearson-uk/documents/Learner/Primary/Primary%20parents/Pearson_EnjoyReading_03.pdf
https://www.pearson.com/uk/content/dam/region-core/uk/pearson-uk/documents/Learner/Primary/Primary%20parents/Pearson_EnjoyReading_03.pdf
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/english--1/spelling-at-primary-school/


 

 

This site also has a number of strategies that could be useful when learning spellings: 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-school-spelling-strategies 

 

Practise number bonds to/within 20 daily,  

• Number bonds let learners split numbers in useful ways. They show how numbers join together, 

and how they break down into component parts. When used in Reception or Year 1, number bonds 

forge the number sense needed for early primary learners to move to addition and subtraction. As 

learners progress, number bonds become an essential mental problem-solving strategy. For further 

information, visit:  

 

https://mathsnoproblem.com/en/mastery/number-bonds/ 

   

 

Generate your own worksheets on this website 

http://www.mental-arithmetic.co.uk/number-bonds-pdf-quiz-generator.htm 

  

Hit the Button – race against the clock to answer questions 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  

 

Practise times tables up to x12 – understanding both multiplication and division facts daily, 

• Learning times tables off by heart makes mental maths much easier. It will boost your child’s 

confidence in their maths lessons at school, but it’s also a skill they’ll use all the time in the world 

outside school. When children know their times tables, mental arithmetic becomes easier. 

Practising times tables also helps children to understand number and number relationships, and to 

see patterns in numbers. These skills will help them to master key concepts and move quickly 

through more complex maths problems with confidence. A thorough knowledge of multiplication 

and division will help them with everyday activities like shopping, budgeting and cooking. 

 

Variety of multiplication games 

https://www.timestables.co.uk/games/ 

 

Hit the Button – race against the clock to answer questions 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 

Learning Adventure Grid –  

• Parents / carers / learners will be able to select tasks from the grid that they would like to complete 

during their learning adventure, or they might be inspired to create something the teacher has not 

considered. Learning adventure grids will be distributed via Class Dojo and the school website at 

the beginning of each new topic. 

 

Agreed procedure: 

• All submitted homework will be acknowledged and / or celebrated in class / assembly, it will not be 

marked in depth 

• Homework will relate to prior learning or may involve research into future learning 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-school-spelling-strategies
https://mathsnoproblem.com/en/mastery/number-bonds/
http://www.mental-arithmetic.co.uk/number-bonds-pdf-quiz-generator.htm
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.timestables.co.uk/games/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

 

• A reading journal will be used across the school to allow parents / carers to communicate what 

reading has taken place at home. Reading journals are not necessarily used by staff in the day to 

day teaching of reading. 

• School website updated to guide parents / carers to helpful sites linked to homework 

 

Is this working?  

As with all that we do at Annecy, we will review this policy on a periodic basis to evaluate its impact. 

We will monitor through questionnaires and face-to-face meetings: 

• Is homework completed regularly by all children in the school?  

• Do parents feel that they are aware of what their children are learning in school? 

• Do children enjoy their home learning and feel that the tasks are sufficiently interesting and open-

ended? 

• Do children feel that their home learning better prepares them for schoolwork? 

• How does homework impact work/life balance of staff? 

• Are parents / carers supported to encourage good habits for home learning?  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As parents, we all want the best for our children. We’re probably all aware that 

it’s important to make sure they are confident, fluent readers who enjoy 

reading, but often it’s hard to know where to start. Should you read to your 

baby? What can you do to help get your children familiar with words and 

reading before school? And how do you help them progress at school when the 

teaching is different nowadays?  
 

 

We hope that this guide will help answer some of your questions, as well as give you 

some advice and inspiration on how to help children enjoy reading. 

At Pearson, we’re dedicated to helping people progress in their lives through all kinds of 

learning. That’s why we’re also supporting several other reading initiatives as part of our 

‘Enjoy Reading’ campaign.   

If you’re the parent of a pre-

school age child, make sure you 

check out www.booktime.org.uk 

the national free books 

programme. It provides a free 

book pack for every child aged 4-

5 years in England and Wales to 

share and enjoy with their family 

and friends, with the aim of 

encouraging reading for pleasure 

at home.  

Similarly, if you’re the parent of 

a child in year 5 or 6 at primary 

school, the exciting new 

national ‘Read for My School’ 

competition, which will run in 

2013, will give your child the 

opportunity to win free books for 

their school by taking a reading-

for-pleasure challenge. Head to 

www. readformyschool.co.uk for more details. 

1 

Enjoy Reading 



 

 

 

Why is reading so important? 

Evidence suggests that children who 

read for enjoyment every day not only 

perform better in reading tests than 

those who don’t, but also develop a 

broader vocabulary, increased general 

knowledge and a better understanding  

of other cultures.  

In fact, there’s evidence to suggest 

that reading for pleasure is more 

likely to determine whether a child 

does well at school than their social 

or economic background.   

What 

difference could I make as a parent? 

The short answer is: a lot! Parents are by far the most important 

educators in a child’s life and it’s never too young for a child to start, 

even if you’re only reading with your child for a few minutes a day.  

Before they’re born, babies learn to recognise their parents’ voices. 

Reading to your baby from the time they’re born gives them the 

comfort of your voice and increases their exposure to language. 

Building vocabulary and understanding 

Learning to read is about listening and understanding as well as 

working out print. Through hearing stories, children are exposed to a 

rich and wide vocabulary. This helps them build their own vocabulary 

and improve their understanding when they listen, which is vital as 

they start to read. It’s important for them to understand how stories 

work as well. Even if your child doesn’t understand every word, they’ll 

hear new sounds, words and phrases which they can then try out, 

copying what they have heard.  

As children start to learn to read at school, you can play an important role in helping to 

keep them interested in books, finding out what interests them and helping them to find 

books that will be engaging and fun for them. Give time to helping them practise reading 

the books they will bring home from school. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

My child is too young to learn to read yet, but what can I do 

to set them off in the right direction?  
Make sure that your child is familiar with language and books so that they can see how 

enjoyable reading is.  Some of the things you can do include: 

• Reading aloud to your child, talking about the words and pictures, and sharing ideas 

about the book 

• Reading yourself: Children who see adults reading, and enjoying reading, are much more 

likely to want to read themselves 

• Making sure your child is surrounded by books: You don’t need hundreds of books at 

home, but make regular trips to the library or bookshop, not just to borrow books but to 

spend time together browsing and learning to make choices. In this way, reading 

becomes a habit. 

Most importantly, talk to your child. Spend time with them, doing simple activities 

(cooking, making something, building a model). As you talk about what you’re doing, you 

are helping them to learn new words. Later, when they see words written down, they have 

already heard them and know what they mean.  

 

 

 

“Reading is great for everyone, and loving books is 

something that can start when you’re very young. 

We can learn about people and life from stories, 

poems and non-fiction, and if you read to your 

children regularly for fun you will definitely be 

helping them in so many ways.” Tony Bradman 

“Reading for pleasure is the single biggest factor in 

success later in life, outside of an education. Study 

after study has shown that those children who read 

for pleasure are the ones who are most likely to 

fulfil their ambitions. If your child reads, they will 

succeed – it’s that simple.” Bali Rai 



 

 

Reading with your child 
Sharing a book with your child allows you to share 

adventures and experiences in the safe world of the 

book. It allows you to ask questions, talk about what has 

happened and decide what you think together.   

Sharing a book can be a bonding experience and for young 

children, cuddling up with a parent to read a book can be a special 

time.  

Reading is important, but don’t feel that you have to take the role 

of your child’s teacher or put pressure on your child to start to 

read before they go to school. It’s great to instil a love of books 

and language from an early age, but most of all, be led by your 

child and their interests and pace of development.  

Over the next pages, you can pick up some tips on: 

• how to read with your child 

• helping children to enjoy reading 

• choosing what to read 

• understanding phonics  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“Books transform children’s lives - they can open 

windows onto new worlds, widen their horizons or 

even just make them laugh themselves silly! 

Reading for pleasure can give children the key 

they need to unlock their dreams.” 

Christopher Edge 



 

 

How to read with your child 
For most of us, reading aloud isn’t part of everyday life, 

so the thought of reading a story to your child may be a 

bit daunting. But don’t let this put you off – your children 

will be enjoying themselves too much to criticise your 

performance! 

 

 

 

When should I start reading with my child? 

It’s great to read to your child from the earliest months. Cuddle close 

and sing nursery rhymes, read a story with lots of sound effects, or 

play peek-a-boo along with a book. This shows your baby how 

important books are to you, that books come with a loving adult and 

that books are fun and exciting.  

Top tips for reading with your baby 
• To a young baby, ‘reading’ means holding them in your arms, 

exploring a soft book.  

• Start reading with your baby when they are around three months old. 

Remember that for babies reading is like play – let them wave the 

book around. 

• Once your baby sits up, choose light, sturdy board books with 

rounded corners, bright pictures and textures to feel. From six 

months, babies love lift-the-flap books. From nine months, introduce 

noisy sound books. Be guided by what makes reading fun for you 

both. 

• Use the pictures as well as the words. Babies learn by doing: as baby 

reaches for the pictures, say the words to help build vocabulary. Be 

relaxed about what books mean to a baby - a five-minute bouncy 

sing-song game with an open book is still reading!   

 

 

 



 

 

How should I read to my child? 

• As you read to your child, bring the characters to life – talk about the 

characters, the drawings and the events so that the story starts to 

come alive.  

• Don’t be afraid to try different voices or try out your acting skills. 

While you may not win an Oscar, your child will enjoy your 

performance and appreciate the story even more.  

• Remember that your face says it all – so exaggerate your normal 

expression times three like a children’s TV presenter: children will 

love it. 

• Emphasise repeated words and phrases (‘the big bad wolf’; ‘… blew, 

and blew, and blew the house down’). In this way, your child starts to 

learn the language used in books. Encourage your child to say the 

words with you.  

• Turn off the television and concentrate on enjoying the book. 

• Try audio books that children can listen to on the car stereo, on 

computers or phones – this is a great way to build a child’s 

understanding of stories and improve their listening. 

How often should I read to my child, and 

how long for?  
• Be guided by how long they will listen. For younger children this may 

be quite short periods of time, while slightly older children may be 

readier to listen for longer. 

• As for how often, there’s no right answer, but many experts suggest a 

routine helps. For school-age children, a bedtime story can be a nice 

way for you to spend a small amount of time together and wind down 

after a busy day. For pre-school children, shorter bursts of reading 

throughout the day may be a good idea but, again, be guided by how 

long your child will listen.  

 

 



 

 

Top 10 tips to help children 

enjoy reading 
To help make reading enjoyable and fun, we asked experts and authors what they 

recommend to help get kids reading. 
1. Make books part of your family life – Always have books around so that you and your children 

are ready to read whenever there’s a chance. 

2. Join your local library – Get your child a library card. You’ll find the latest videogames, blu-rays 

and DVDs, plus tons and tons of fantastic books. Allow them to pick their own books, 

encouraging their own interests.  

3. Match their interests – Help them find the right book - it doesn’t matter if it’s fiction, poetry, 

comic books or non-fiction.  

4. All reading is good – Don’t discount non-fiction, comics, graphic novels, magazines and 

leaflets. Reading is reading and it is all good. 

5. Get comfortable! – Snuggle up somewhere warm and cosy with your child, either in bed, on a 

beanbag or on the sofa, or make sure they have somewhere comfy when reading alone. 

6. Ask questions – To keep them interested in the story, ask your child 

questions as you read such as, ‘What do you think will happen next?’ or 

‘Where did we get to last night? Can you remember what had happened 

already?’ 

7. Read whenever you get the chance – Bring along a book or magazine for 

any time your child has to wait, such as at a doctor’s surgery.  

8. Read again and again – Encourage your child to re-read favourite books and 

poems. Re-reading helps to build up fluency and confidence.  

9. Bedtime stories – Regularly read with your child or children at bedtime. It’s a 

great way to end the day and to spend valuable time with your child.  

10. Rhyme and repetition – Books and poems which include rhyme and 

repetition are great for encouraging your child or children to join in and 

remember the words. 

“Reading is vital for developing the 

imagination – the ability to stand in other 

people’s shoes and look through other eyes. 

With a book you can experience other lives, 

other worlds, other times. Books are the key 

to opening up opportunities.” Michaela 

Morgan 

 
“We need to stop reading being seen as 

something children just do in school. It needs to 

be seen as attractive as computers, videogames, 

films and DVDs and as a fun way to spend free 

time. Seeing reading as something that happens 

at home and is shared by everyone in the family  

is key.” Christopher Edge 



 

 

Choosing what to read 
When it comes to instilling a love of reading, it doesn’t 

really matter what you read.  The important thing is that 

we all help to inspire our children to 

feel confident and comfortable 

reading. 

Ask yourself what type of reading 

the book is for. Is it a book they 

have got from school to help 

practise reading and build fluency? 

Is it a book that they find easy to 

read that helps them build 

confidence? Is it a book for you to 

read for pleasure to your child? 

What should I read to my child, what should 

they be reading, and when?  
With hundreds of books in your local library, school or bookshop, it 

can be hard to know where to start when choosing a book for your 

child. Remember that as adults we like to re-read favourite books, 

relax with a magazine or tackle something challenging. Children are 

the same, so encourage choices – maybe a familiar book for re-

reading as well as something new. Don’t show disapproval if your 

child returns to favourites.  

You can find advice on what books children of different ages might 

enjoy reading on the Puffin website: www.puffin.co.uk 

If you’re stuck for something to catch your children’s imaginations, it 

might be worth asking their teacher or a librarian for some advice. 

For ease, the bookseller Waterstones has pulled together a 

list of the top 50 books for children of primary school age. 

They’re all classics, so it’s worth having a look for a bit of 

inspiration: www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/ 

AssetsLibrary/SECTORS/PRIMARYASSETSNEW/ReadingforPleasure/Images/ 

WaterstonesTop50childrensliteraturepicks.pdf 

 

 



 

 

How can I choose books at the right level 

for my child?  
Especially for younger children, be guided by the teacher. Most 

schools have some kind of system, sometimes colour-coded, by 

which they grade how difficult a book might be. This is particularly 

important when children are still learning phonics.  

As a rule of thumb, you would expect a child to read a book with 

about 95% accuracy if they want to read it to themselves. Less 

than that, and it’s likely that they’re missing out, or misreading too 

many words for them to make sense of the story. 

Introduce the ‘Rule of five’ to older children. Encourage them to 

read the first page or two of a new book. They must put up one 

finger for every word they cannot read. If they get to five fingers, 

then the book is too hard for them and they should choose 

another one. Don’t encourage them just to guess at words they 

can’t read.  

When we asked authors what they liked to read to their children, a 

few old favourites cropped up: 

Tony Bradman, author of Dilly the Dinosaur and many other books: 

“We enjoyed the Dogger and Alfie series by Shirley Hughes, the wonderful illustrations of John 

Burningham or classic picture books from Janet and Allan Ahlberg such as Each Peach Pear 

Plum.  As my kids got older I particularly liked reading rhythmic, rhyming texts and two of my 

favourites were Mr Magnolia by Quentin Blake, and In The Night Kitchen by Maurice Sendak – 

great to read aloud!” 

Christopher Edge, author of the Dead Ways series 

“I read lots of Julia Donaldson’s and Axel Scheffler’s books: The Smartest Giant in Town, Tiddler, 

Tabby McTat - great to join in with and something in every spread for inquisitive eyes to spot.”  

 

 



 

 

Understanding phonics 
My child has just started 

school and is learning to 

read via phonics. What is 

phonics? 

With phonics, children are taught to read by 

learning the phonemes (sounds) that 

represent letters or groups of graphemes 

(letters).  

With this knowledge, children can begin to 

read words by learning how to blend the 

sounds together. Unlocking how this 

alphabetic code works means they can learn 

to decode any word. For example, when 

taught the sounds /t/, /p/, /a/, /i/ and /s/ early 

on, children can read words such as it, is, 

tap, tip, pat, sip and sat by blending the 

individual sounds together to make the 

whole word. 

These words can also be broken down 

(segmented) into their phonemes for 

spelling. For example, the word ‘sat’ has 

three phonemes, /s/, /a/ and /t/ which the 

children learn to write with the three 

graphemes (letters) ‘s’, ‘a’ and ‘t’ that they 

have been taught. 

They will also be taught to read words – 

such as ‘once’, ‘was’ or ‘have’ – which don’t 

follow the phonic ‘rules’. They’ll build up a 

stock of these tricky words that they can 

recognize straight away. 

 

  

Top tips on phonics 

Say the sounds correctly  

It’s important that the sounds are pronounced 

correctly, as they would sound in speech. Try not to 

add ‘uh’ to consonant sounds, such as /t/ and /p/, as 

this makes it trickier to blend the sounds together into 

words.  

Link sounds and letters to make words  

Children are taught in school to quickly see a link 

between the phoneme (sounds) and a written 

representation of that sound (grapheme). At home, 

encourage your child to do the same when playing 

with fridge magnets in the kitchen, for example, or 

‘writing’ when you are writing.  

Don’t be scared – make it fun!  

Phonics can seem daunting for parents who were 

probably taught to read in a rather different way. 

However, simple games such as ‘I spy’ are great for 

helping reading, because the children have to listen 

to sounds. Say, “I spy, with my little eye, something 

that begins with (for example) the sound ‘f-f-f’” Look 

at the ‘football’ or the ‘fridge’. Make sure you refer to 

the first sound (not the first letter). Take it in turns, 

with your child saying, “I spy…” Make it lots of fun.  

Practise!  

Encourage your child to use their phonic knowledge 

when they are practising their reading. Make sure 

that they look at each letter in turn, all through each 

word. Encourage them to work out the sounds and 

then blend them together to make the whole word. 

Praise them for trying to use all the letters rather than 

guessing from just the first letter or the picture. 



 

  

 

What if children just don’t 

enjoy reading? 

If you think your child is having problems reading, the first step is 

always to speak to your child’s teacher and share your concerns. Many 

children learn at different rates, and you shouldn’t get anxious. 

Remember that anxious children can’t learn, and that early enjoyment 

of books and stories lasts for life. 

What do I do if my child doesn’t enjoy reading?  
• Make sure your child isn’t tired, hungry or desperate to watch their 

favourite TV programme when you read to them. Sit with them for a short 

time every day and read a book with them on a subject that interests 

them, whether that’s cars, animals or sports. Don’t expect them to read it 

for themselves. Just show them how interesting it is to be able to read so 

that they want to do it for themselves. 

• For many children, especially boys as they get older, non-fiction books 

are more interesting than fiction, so it may be as simple as changing the 

type of books you are reading together. Talk to your teacher or a local 

children’s librarian to see what books are available that match your child’s 

interests.  

• Give plenty of praise. Let your child know how pleased you are when he 

or she looks at a book. Show interest in what they have chosen. Children 

really do develop at their own rates when it comes to reading.  

My son is switching off reading - what can I do?  
Research shows that boys are less likely to enjoy reading than girls. More boys 

than girls struggle with reading and writing at school and boys are more likely to 

say they don’t spend any time reading outside the classroom. But there are 

ways you can help: 

It’s important to make sure that you’re reading something with your son which 

interests him. Many boys like non-fiction books, so try asking at your local 

library for recommendations – it may be that he’ll enjoy reading Horrible 

Histories or the Guinness Book of Records more than fiction.  

Role models are also important. Make sure boys see their dads, uncles or 

granddads reading, even if it’s a newspaper, so that it seems familiar and they 

can copy their reading behaviour.  

Finally, praise your son when something is read well. Equally, if he reads 

something incorrectly, don’t make him feel that this is bad - mistakes are just 

part of the learning process.  

 

•  

•  

•  



 

  

 

 

 

What should I do if my child is not at the reading 

level they’re expected to be at? 

• Don’t panic and don’t make your child stressed about reading. It may be the case 

that your child is young for their year group, or not developmentally ready for 

reading. Also, most children don’t progress in a straight line as they learn to read: 

they may have periods of fast progress followed by periods of consolidation. 

Children who start off behind for any reason tend to take a little while to catch up. 

• It can be very worrying if you think your child is falling behind. Make an appointment 

to discuss your concerns with your child’s class teacher. 

 

“Reading should be about having fun and 

adventure and magic, not just ‘making  

progress’.” Michaela Morgan 

  

I think my child’s problems are more serious – 

what should I do? 

Always speak to your child’s teacher and share your concerns again. Explain 

exactly what it is that is worrying you. Your child might have hearing problems, for 

example, that are getting in the way of learning to read and the school can arrange 

for tests to be done.  

Here are links to organisations that deal with some other reading problems: 

Dyslexia   

 www.bdadyslexia.org.uk 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/dyslexia/pages/introduction.aspx 

www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk 

Stammering  
www.stammering.org/phonics.html 

Speech and Language Therapists  
www.rcslt.org 



 

  

 

Further information 

For advice on reading to your child: 
www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Primary/GlobalPages/Reading-for-

Pleasure/Reading-for-Pleasure.aspx www.wordsforlife.org.uk 

www.education.gov.uk/schools/teachingandlearning/pedagogy/b00192950/encouraging-

reading-for-pleasure  (guide for teachers, but contains plenty of relevant advice) 

Phonics support 
www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/schools/phonics.aspx 

Mumsnet & Literacy Trust 
www.mumsnet.com/learning 

www.literacytrust.org.uk 

Where to find your local library – Directgov: 

www.direct.gov.uk/en/HomeAndCommunity/YourlocalcouncilandCouncilTax/YourCommu

nity/DG_4018790 Find a local bookshop: 

www.booksellers.org.uk/bookshopsearch www.nationalbooktokens.com/stockists 

http://localbookshops.tbphost.co.uk/TBP.Web//PurchaseProduct/OrderProduct/CustomerSelec

tProduct/FindARetailer. aspx?d=localbookshops&s=C&r=10000020&ui=0&bc=0 Find a book 

online: 

www.amazon.co.uk 

www.bookfinder.com 

www.penguin.co.uk 

www.puffin.co.uk  

www.waterstones.com/waterstones

web List of author pages: 

Quentin Blake: www.quentinblake.com/en  

Tony Bradman: www.tonybradman.com  

Eric Carle: www.eric-carle.com/home.html  

Roald Dahl: www.roalddahl.com  

Julia Donaldson: www.juliadonaldson.co.uk  

Christopher Edge: www.christopheredge.co.uk  

Michaela Morgan: www.michaelamorgan.com  

Bali Rai: www.balirai.co.uk  

Michael Rosen: www.michaelrosen.co.uk 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Learning times tables   

  

From 2019/20 all pupils at the end of Year 4 will undergo an online test of their ability to recall their times 

tables up to 12 x 12.  Not all pupils will find committing their times table to memory to be an achievable 

task, particularly those with SEND. Successful learning of the times tables will depend upon a range of 

factors that will require identification of the following aspects:   

• What pre-requisite skills does the pupil bring to the learning?  

• Are pupils developmentally ready for this?  

• Does the teaching being provided to learn tables match their abilities and preferences?   

• Do pupils in a class share common reasons for the difficulty in acquiring this knowledge?  

• How do variations in short and long-term memory affect the outcomes?  

• What action can a teacher take if the pupil is poor at sequencing?   

• What levels of motivation and perseverance does the pupil have?  

• What will be the effect on anxiety levels and self-esteem if the pupil fails to attain competence in times 

tables?  

 

There are no single, simple answers to these questions which suggests that one method for teaching tables 

to be used with everyone, is unlikely to bring about successful outcomes.    

  

Rote learning.   

Pupils who are poor at sequencing will find rote learning extremely difficult and continuing along this path 

will only cause unnecessary confusion and frustration.  Rote learning as a class activity also gives an 

opportunity for the pupil to hide – with tables for instance, some will know the tune but not the words, so 

this is an inefficient approach to learning the multiplication facts. Rote learning also makes no connection 

with other tables.  Instead:   

 

• Many maths learners need to start at the manipulation stage.  Therefore, unrelated to age, pupils 

with weak recall of maths facts will require concrete materials to support the understanding of the 

concept of multiplication.  Once this has taken place and pupils become secure in their knowledge 

then they will be able to move to abstract learning and then to application stage, evidencing that 

they are able to apply their knowledge.  

• Focus on increasing mental calculation skills.  If a pupil is unable to recall 7 x 4 for instance, can they 

use their knowledge of the 2 times table (doubling) to help them find the answer i.e. 7 x 2 (14) + 7 x 

2  (14) = 28.    

• Demonstrate to them that being able to be successful at times tables is achievable even if they 

have sequencing and recall difficulties, by breaking the task down into successful steps. See below:   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

1) Pupils need to be taught from the beginning the commutative association of multiplication facts, so 

they realise that 4 x 6 is the same as 6 x 4.  Once this is secured then the learning of times table facts is 

halved.  This can be modelled by using a multiplication square for tables from 0 to 12.  Here there are a 

possible 169 facts to learn but by taking account of the commutative law, this is then reduced to 91 as 

78 are commutative and there are 13 square numbers.     

  

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Learn 0 x table:   Answer always 0. 25 facts (only 13 new facts taking into account commutative law).  

169-25 = 144 facts left to learn (85%)   

        

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  

  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

3) Learn 1 x table: Answer is same as given number e.g. 1 x 7 = 7.  23 facts (only 12 new facts taking into 

account commutative law.) 144 - 23 =  121 facts left to learn (72%)    

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Learn 10 times table: Answer always add 0 to the given number e.g. 3 x 10 = 30. 21 facts (only 11 new 

facts taking into account commutative law.) 121-21 = 100 facts left to learn (59%)   

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

5) Learn 2 x table: Answer always double e.g. 6 x 2  = 12. 19 facts (only 10 new facts taking into account 

commutative law.)  100-19 = 81 facts left to learn (48%)   

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

6) Learn 5 x table: Answer always ends with 0 or 5. 17 facts (only 9 new facts taking into account 

commutative law.)  81-17 = 64 facts left to learn (38%)   

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  
  

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

7) Learn 3 x table: Answer always adds up to 3, 6 or 9. 15 facts (only 8 new facts taking into account 

commutative law.)  64 – 15 = 49 facts left to learn (29%)   

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8) Learn 9 times table: Answers always adds up to 9 apart from x 11 and x 12. 13 facts (only 7 new facts taking into 
account commutative law). 49-13 + 36 facts left to learn (21%)   

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

9) Learn 11 times table: Digits repeat apart from x 11 and x 12. 11 facts (only 6 new facts taking into 

account commutative law.  36 -11 = 25 facts left to learn (15%)   

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

10) Learn square numbers: 5 new facts to learn.  25 -5 = 20 facts left to learn (12%)   

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  
 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

  

11) Learn 4 x table: Answer doubling x 2 e.g. 6 x 4 = 6 x 2 + 6 x 2 = 24. 8 facts (only 4 new facts taking into 

account commutative law.  20-8 = 12 facts left to learn (7%)   

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

12) Learn the remaining tables: 12 facts (only 6 taking into account commutative law: : 6 x 7/7 x 8, 6 x 8/8 x 

6, 6 x 12/12 x 6; 7 x 8/8 x7, 7 x 12/12 x 7; 8 x 12/12x 8  (100%)   

  

  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

2  0  2  4  6  8  10  12  14  16  18  20  22  24  

3  0  3  6  9  12  15  18  21  24  27  30  33  36  

4  0  4  8  12  16  20  24  28  32  36  40  44  48  

5  0  5  10  15  20  25  30  35  40  45  50  55  60  

6  0  6  12  18  24  30  36  42  48  54  60  66  72  

7  0  7  14  21  28  35  42  49  56  63  70  77  84  

8  0  8  16  24  32  40  48  56  64  72  80  88  96  

9  0  9  18  27  36  45  54  63  72  81  90  99  108  

10  0  10  20  30  40  50  60  70  80  90  100  110  120  

11  0  11  22  33  44  55  66  77  88  99  110  121  132  

12  0  12  24  36  48  60  72  84  96  108  120  132  144  

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

Resources  
There are many free online games and activities available to support pupils to practise their tables:  Visit 

www.topmarks.co.uk for a variety of online games that offer rehearsal and reinforcement of developing 

knowledge. These include  

• Connect4Factors – in which 1 or 2 players have to line up given multiples of the same number.  

• Timestables Grid – place answers on the grid in timed or untimed sessions.  Players can choose whole 

grid or just individual tables to try.  

• Learn Your Tables – choose to answer as many as you want on the keypad, drag the answer over the 

question or take a test.  

• Factors and Multiples – play The Legend of Dick and Dom game to help make an antidote to the plague 

spreading across the kingdom.  Suitable for older KS2 and KS3 pupils.  

• Loop Cards – complete a loop by rearranging the question/answer cards to the outside of the screen so 

they match up.  Similar to playing dominoes.    Players can choose multiplication or division and which 

table to try.  

• Multiple Wipeout – burst the balloons which are multiples of a given number.  Tables from 2 to 12.  

  

  

An American site, Cool Math 4 Kids has lessons and online games.  It has information on how multiplication 

works and activities to promote remembering of multiplication facts, using flash cards which can be 

printed out and coloured in.  There are also games such as the Timernator which tests how many times 

tables’ facts you can answer in one minute. www.coolmath4kids.com  

  

www.multiplication.com./games/all-games has several different games to play.  Knockdown is an 18-level 

game involving knocking down all the boxes.  If the player misses, they have to answer a multiplication 

question in order to continue.  In Cave Run the player has to answer questions on the way to collect coins 

and the levels increase as you progress.  Math Models is a game in in which the player can answer 

questions in banks of 10 to earn rewards to change a model’s outfit.   

  

The Study Maths site has two simple activities that may be of value; the Beat the Clock game is one in 

which players have 10 seconds to answer as many multiple choice questions as they can, and in Detention 

Dash, players have to complete the multiplication grid as fast as possible.  

http://preview.tinyurl.com/p75uft7  

   

www.learn-timestables.com  is a site in which players can select the tables from 1 to 10 which they want 

to learn.  The player then has up to 10 seconds to answer each question.  There is a coloured overview 

which gives an indication of how well you know a particular fact. Green is good, red is not so good.  There 

are around 15 questions on each table.  

  

Quick fire times tables   http://preview.tinyurl.com/znf67wg   

  

Carol Vorderman’s Video Class – Pop Music Times Tables has initial instruction on multiplication as well as 

different pop song tunes to learn the tables.  It begins with the 2, 5 and 10 tables before moving on to the 

3, 11, 4 and 6s and ends with 7, 8 and 9s.  Tunes are played twice firstly, giving the answer and then a 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/
http://www.coolmath4kids.com/
http://www.coolmath4kids.com/
http://www.multiplication.com./games/all-games
http://www.multiplication.com./games/all-games
http://www.multiplication.com./games/all-games
http://www.multiplication.com./games/all-games
http://preview.tinyurl.com/p75uft7
http://preview.tinyurl.com/p75uft7
http://www.learn-timestables.com/
http://www.learn-timestables.com/
http://www.learn-timestables.com/
http://www.learn-timestables.com/
http://preview.tinyurl.com/znf67wg
http://preview.tinyurl.com/znf67wg


 

  

 

second time for pupils to provide it.  This video is about 50 minutes in length.  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9QNN6KlxMo  

  

For games and puzzles to aid the learning of tables there is a Times Table Fun Pack on The School Run 

website. This provides lots of puzzles, games and resources to print out to help with the x 2 to x 12 times 

tables.www.theschoolrun.com  

  

The TES Connect site also has access to many games, worksheets, tests, problem solving activities as well 

as access to Teachers TV.  Users need to register to use this site.  

http://preview.tinyurl.com/l2ynpxe  

  

Two useful publications to help with teaching times tables include:   

• What to do when you can’t learn the times tables by Steve Chinn. This guides the reader through 

learning the tables from x 0 to x 10, but not in numerical order.  Published by Egon Publishers, it costs 

£12.50.  www.egon.co.uk  

• Perform with Times Tables, by David J. Sharp is a 1:1 coaching manual for multiplication and division.  

It deals with fact families and times tables. It costs £18 or £15.50 each if five or more books are bought. 

www.powerof2.co.uk  
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